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This article offers a review of the past 35 years of Canadian-Chinese cooperation in education 
using project reports, evaluations and other secondary resources, summaries and research 
papers. It also highlights the current trends of increased public-private-partnerships and joint 
research programs especially in the S&T sector by critically reviewing government policies and 
regulations as well as by analyzing the structure of Canadian-Chinese university linkages using the 
Canadian University International Exchange Agreements (CUE) database of the Association of 
Universities and Colleges Canada (AUCC) database. Despite the successful development of 
Canadian-Chinese cooperation in education, some barriers remain. The 2010 Winter Olympics in 
Vancouver can be the beginning of a year of focused discussion in both countries of how the 
growing academic relationship should further develop. 

 
 
 
 
Cet article passe en revue les 35 dernières années de coopération canado-chinoise en éducation 
à l’aide de rapports de projets, d’évaluations et d’autres ressources secondaires, de sommaires et 
de documents de recherche. Il met aussi en lumière les tendances actuelles des partenariats 
publics-privés et des programmes communs de recherche, en particulier dans le secteur des 
sciences et de la technologie, par une étude critique de la règlementation et des politiques 
gouvernementales et par une analyse structurale des liens entre les universités canadiennes et 
chinoises à partir de la base de données Accords d’échanges internationaux des universités 
canadiennes (CUE) de l’Association des universités et collèges du Canada (AUCC). Toutefois, des 
obstacles subsistent en dépit du succès de la coopération canado-chinoise. Les Jeux olympiques 
d’hiver de 2010 à Vancouver pourraient permettre aux deux pays d’amorcer des discussions sur 
les moyens à prendre pour développer davantage les relations entre leurs universités respectives. 

 

 

 

 

本文呈现了对过去35年里，加拿大-

中国在教育合作中所使用的项目报告，评价和其它二等资源，总结及研究论文的回顾。 

 

报告还根据对政府政策和法规的严格审查，以及通过对加拿大-

中国大学之间使用加拿大学院联合会的加拿大大学国际交流协议数据分析，强调了目前公共

与私营建立伙伴关系的增长趋势和合作研究科目，特别是在科技领域的联合研究项目。 

尽管加拿大-中国在教育中合作的顺利发展中仍有一些障碍, 

2010年温哥华冬季奥运会将成为如何使两国的校际关系得到进一步发展重点讨论年的开始。 
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Introduction 
 

ith 41,082
1
 international students from 

China, Canada is the third largest host nation to 

welcome Chinese students, after the USA
2
 and the 

UK
3
. For the past five years, the enrollment of 

Chinese international students has been steadily 

increasing, and continuously accounts for the 

majority of the total increase of international 

students in Canada.
4
 In addition to the strong 

presence of Chinese students in Canada, there are 

also strong partnerships between Canadian and 

Chinese institutions. For China, Canada is one of 

its most important public-private education 

partners, partnering with a total of 104 institutions 

(Australia 158, USA 115, UK 114), 83 of which 

are in higher education.
5
 With more than 415 

million potential students between the ages of 9 to 

29 and a fast growing middle class currently 

estimated at 450 million, the demand for quality 

education in China is high.  

 

                                                 
1 Citizenship Immigration Canada, Facts and Figures 

2007 - Immigration Overview (incl. secondary 

students), in: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/statistics/fac

ts2007/temporary/18.asp (18/6/09) 

2 Open Doors Press Release, November 12
th

, 2007 in: 

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=113743 

(18/6/09) 

3 Atlas of Student Mobility, UK data from 2008 in: 

http://atlas.iienetwork.org/page/48047/ (18/6/09) 

4 University Enrollment, in: The Daily, Statistics 

Canada, in: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-

quotidien/080207/dq080207a-eng.htm (18/6/09) 

5 Shengbing, Li (2008): Transnational education in 

China: thirty years, conference draft at the Asia-

Pacific Sub-regional Preparatory Conference for the 

2009 World Conference on Higher Education, 

Macao, in: 

http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/a

peid/workshops/macao08/papers/2-b-1.pdf 

(18/6/09) 

 

 

hina seeks to meet the demand through both 

public and public-private institutions, and 

increasingly through institutions abroad. China 

welcomes Canada among other countries to help 

with meeting the steadily and rapidly increasing 

demand through providing education services, 

quality enhancement and study abroad programs. 

As much as there are expanding business 

opportunities in the Chinese market for Canadian 

companies providing education and training, both 

governments face challenges in ensuring the 

quality of education and in implementing 

structures and processes that enable effective and 

efficient cooperation. In addition there is a 

challenge in respecting both countriesô needs to 

develop and protect their knowledge industries in 

terms of the allocation and application of 

intellectual property rights as well as the flow of 

human resources and knowledge within the public 

and the private sector. 

 

his article provides an overview of some of 

the highlights of the 35-year history of successful 

Canada-China cooperation in science and 

education, identifies current trends as well as 

common goals and develops a vision for 

translating the Olympic Spirit that links both 

countries through the 2008 Beijing Summer 

Olympics and 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter 

Games to a strengthened spirit of collaboration in 

education.  

 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/statistics/facts2007/temporary/18.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/statistics/facts2007/temporary/18.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/statistics/facts2007/temporary/18.asp
http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=113743
http://atlas.iienetwork.org/page/48047/
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/080207/dq080207a-eng.htm
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/daily-quotidien/080207/dq080207a-eng.htm
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/apeid/workshops/macao08/papers/2-b-1.pdf
http://www.unescobkk.org/fileadmin/user_upload/apeid/workshops/macao08/papers/2-b-1.pdf
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A Long-Lasting Partnership 
 

he history of Canadian-Chinese cooperation 

in education dates back more than 35 years. Only 

a few years after the establishment of formal 

diplomatic relations between China and Canada in 

October 1970, both countries embarked on a 

series of small and successful exchange programs 

for students (1973) and scholars (Canada-China 

Scholarsô Exchange Program 1974)
6
. After the 

signing of a more far-reaching government-to-

government agreement on academic cooperation 

in 1979, both countries experienced a dramatic 

increase in visiting scholars and students. By that 

time Chinese scholars were now present at 38 

universities in nine provinces and more than 500 

Canadian university professors had visited China. 

Additional funding in Canada from the 

International Development Research Centre 

(IDRC) and the Social Sciences and Humanities 

Research Council (SSHRC) made collaborative 

research possible for the first time. Throughout 

this expansion phase over 40 institutional linkages 

were created and some formal agreements were 

made, although at first these were only 

agreements in principle. 

 

eng Xiaoping's re-appointment in 1977 as 

Vice-Premier of China after the Cultural 

Revolution marked an important stepping stone 

for Canadian-Chinese academic relations. With 

political change and China's return to the 

international community, the Canadian 

International Development Agency (CIDA) was 

prepared to support China's transition in 

                                                 
6 For the following historical overview see: Singer, 

Martin (1996): Academic Relations Between 

Canada and China 1970-95, AUCC, Canada.  

contributing to knowledge and technology transfer 

that in turn would also strengthen Canadian-

Chinese trade relations for the future.
7
 CIDA 

became a major contributor to fostering academic 

cooperation. In 1983, CIDA signed a General 

Agreement on Development Cooperation that was 

initially capitalized with $90 million for the first 

five years, and increased to $200 million at the 

beginning of 1987. Chinese and Canadian 

institutions alike benefited from the development 

agreement, especially through the establishment 

of the Canada-China University Linkage Program 

that funded the linkage of 30 institutions. In 

addition to the university program, the Canadian-

Chinese Language Centre was founded jointly 

between Saint Maryôs University and Peking 

Normal University to offer a new approach to 

English language teaching in China, preparing 

scientists, government officials and other 

professionals linguistically and cross-culturally to 

study in Canada and improving language learning 

in China.
8
 Canadian professors and institutions 

welcomed fully funded and highly motivated 

Chinese graduate students who by 1989 already 

accounted for the majority of international 

students in Canada.
9
 Many Canadian professors 

were also able to visit China during this time.  

 

fter the events in China of June 1989, there 

was a decline in cooperation between Canada and 

China. With the adoption of CIDA's Country 

                                                 
7 See: Hayhoe, Ruth (1989): China's Universities and 

the Open Door, M.E. Sharpe, NY. 

8  Strong, Gregory (1992): Curriculum 

Implementation in China, paper presented at the 

Annual Meeting of Teachers of English to Speakers 

of other Languages, in: 

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sq

l/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/13/70/21.pdf 

(21/07/09) 

9 Singer (1996), 11. 

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/13/70/21.pdf
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICDocs/data/ericdocs2sql/content_storage_01/0000019b/80/13/70/21.pdf
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Development Policy Framework (CDPF) for 

China in 1994, Canada's commitment to 

educational development regained some 

momentum and continued supporting academic 

cooperation through building on best practices of 

the previous University Linkage Program and 

thereby creating a Special University Linkage 

Consolidation Program. The establishment of the 

Canada-China Higher Education program brought 

a broader perspective and linked directly to CDPF 

objectives. The later Canada-China University-

Industry Partnership Program (CCUIPP) added a 

private sector element to the scope of programs. 

Even more support was created through the 

Canadian Partnership Branch of CIDA through 

the University Partnerships in Cooperation and 

Development Program (UPCD) and the Canadian 

College Partnership Program (CCPP). 

 

ltogether, CIDA has invested over $250 

million in higher education for China since the 

early 1980s
10

. Since that time, over 100 

institutional linkages and sub-projects were 

created and funded. Over the past 35 years of 

academic cooperation, CIDAôs China Program has 

evolved from having an early focus on technology 

transfer and broadly-based training programs to 

being a targeted program of specialized 

cooperation. 

 

 n addition, more than 37,000 Chinese scholars, 

researchers and students were educated in Canada 

and China, have since become leaders in their 

disciplines and institutions. Two examples are Shi 

Guangsheng, former Minister in the Ministry of 

Foreign Trade in Economic Cooperation and Sun 

                                                 
10 Jackson (2003), 43. 

Zhenyu, Chinese Ambassador to the World Trade 

Organization, who both graduated from the 

CIDA-funded Canada-China Management 

Education Program at the University of British 

Columbia.
11

 Another example of the success of 

the Canada-China Scholarsô Exchange Program 

(CCSEP) is Mark Rowswell, also known as 

Dashan, little known in the West, but an enormous 

TV and comedy star in China. A CCSEP alumnus 

who spent some time at Peking University, 

Rowswell was recently appointed to the Order of 

Canada due to his ñextraordinary talents for 

comedy and language to build bridges of 

understanding between Canada and Chinaò.
12

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
11 see: Proceedings of the Canada-China Higher 

Education Forum, AUCC, 2000, also see: 

University of British Columbia Alumni Association 

Hong Kong Branch, Alumni Newsletter, 10, August 

2004, in: 

http://www.ubcalumni.com.hk/nl/nl10Aug04.html 

(19/6/09) 

12  See: www.dashan.com  >Intro > Honours 

http://www.ubcalumni.com.hk/nl/nl10Aug04.html
http://www.dashan.com/
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Creating a Global Partnership 
 

hina's membership in the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) beginning in 2001 and 

negotiations within the General Agreement on 

Trade in Services (GATS) to include education 

services were among the factors that opened up 

new opportunities for Canadian-Chinese 

cooperation in education
13

. Another important 

factor has been further Chinese education reforms, 

such as the ñRegulations of the People's 

Republic of China on Chinese-Foreign 

Cooperation in Running Schoolsò underscoring 

the Chinese interest in importing advanced 

courses and teaching materials (Article 30 A)
14

. 

The import of high quality education resources 

can be seen as an important measure of the 

Chinese education policy to ensure that the rapid 

admission rate of students in higher education 

will also be met by an enhancement in quality. 

Today there are about 1,400 educational 

programs and projects from kindergarten to the 

postgraduate level in 28 provinces which were 

established with foreign assistance.
15

 Canada 

belongs to the top four most important partners 

within this group. According to Li Shengbing 

(2008), Canada is also the fourth most important 

partner in higher education (81 higher education 

joint programs out of a total of 104 at all levels), 

                                                 
13  Schütze, Hans G. (2008): Canadian Offshore 

Schools in China, Research Report, Centre for 

Policy Studies in Higher Education and Training  

14 Regulations of the People's Republic of China on 

Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools, 

in: Ministry of Education of the People's Republic 

of China, in: 

http://www.moe.edu.cn/edoas/website18/en/laws_r.

htm (29/6/09) 

15 LIN Jin-hui, LIU Zhi-ping (2007): Importing 

quality higher educational resources through 

Chinese-foreign 

 cooperation in running schools, in: US-China 

Education Review, Volume 4, No.3. 

following Australia (137), the UK (93) and the 

USA (82). Despite the great success of joint 

programs and institutions, there are still some 

restrictions. Some applicants for joint programs 

have expressed concern about the lack of 

transparency and the time required for processing 

joint program applications.
16

 Wholly foreign 

owned education enterprises are still prohibited.
17

  

 

Top Partner Countries and Regions in China
18 

 

n example of the growing private-public-

partnership in education between China and 

Canada is the Canadian Institute of Business and 

Technology Corporation (CIBT). Situated at the 

Pacific Rim in Vancouver, British Columbia, 

CIBT is one of the successful Canadian private 

education providers in China, dating back to 1995 

when it first established a business school in 

                                                 
16  According to DFAIT officials 

17 Regulations of the People's Republic of China on 

Chinese-Foreign Cooperation in Running Schools: 

Article 6; The Catalogue for the Guidance of 

Foreign Investment Industries (Amended in 2007), 

in:  http://www.fdi.gov.cn/pub/FDI_EN/ 

Laws/law_en_info.jsp?docid=87372  

18 Shenbeng, Li (2008), p. 4. 

http://www.moe.edu.cn/edoas/website18/en/laws_r.htm
http://www.moe.edu.cn/edoas/website18/en/laws_r.htm
http://www.fdi.gov.cn/pub/FDI_EN/%20Laws/law_en_info.jsp?docid=87372
http://www.fdi.gov.cn/pub/FDI_EN/%20Laws/law_en_info.jsp?docid=87372
http://www.fdi.gov.cn/pub/FDI_EN/%20Laws/law_en_info.jsp?docid=87372
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cooperation with Beijing Polytechnic University. 

Since 1995, CIBT has embarked on providing e-

learning programs, IT training programs offering 

various diplomas in technology design, software 

programming and e-commerce and Bachelor and 

Masters degrees that are accredited in China, 

together with the US-based Western International 

University in cooperation with the Beijing 

University of Technology. In addition since 2003 

CIBT started to acquire majority ownership of 

several business colleges in Shandong province, 

China's second richest province that has a strong 

industry and business base. More recently CIBT 

launched a strategy to establish CIBT Education 

Centers that are incorporated into the campus of 

public universities in about 40 Chinese cities. 

According to CIBTôs press release on their 

strategies for China, each of these centres will be 

equipped with a videoconferencing system that 

enables instructors in North America or Europe to 

deliver courses virtually.
19

 CIBT also mentions in 

the press release that it intends to establish itself 

as a gatekeeper for other foreign education 

providers. With the private Sprott-Shaw 

Community College, the Tourism and Training 

Institute, the Concordia Career College and the 

Modus International Language Institute, CBIT 

strategically acquired experienced education 

providers to strengthen its market position and to 

expand its education capabilities into tourism, 

hotel business and language training, sectors that 

have seen a sharp increase, especially since the 

successful 2008 Summer Olympic Games. 

In addition to these developments in the public-

private-partnership sector and the ongoing 

                                                 
19 CIBT Unveils Expansion Strategy across 

China,Press Release from April 30, 2007,  in: 

http://www.cibtcorp.com/news/20070430.html 

(06/07/09) 

Canadian public support in funding joint 

programs and scholarship opportunities for 

Chinese students, the Chinese Ministry of 

Education has begun to match scholarship funds, 

now providing more than 12,000 scholarships 

through the China Scholarship Council (CSC) for 

Chinese students wishing to study abroad
20

. With 

738 scholarships, Canada is the 5
th
 biggest student 

destination for Chinese students and scholars after 

the USA (5,130), the UK (1537), Australia (869) 

and Germany (807). Under the CSC Graduate 

Scholarship Program for Building High-level 

Universities, China also engages in sending its 

best ï primarily PhD ï students from China's best 

universities to top universities worldwide, 

including Canada. These efforts can be seen 

within in the context of China's 211 and 985 

Projects to help universities reach international 

standards for the overall quality of teaching, 

scientific research, and the training of 

professionals. The goal is to establish their 

international prestige and position themselves 

among the top universities in the world.
21

 

Especially under the 985 Project, which targets a 

select group of universities, Canadian-Chinese 

programs have been established that aim 

specifically at the graduate level. The Canada-

China Norman Bethune Health Research 

Scholarships Program, for example, was 

established in 2007 and offers up to 30 

scholarships annually to top students from China 

to pursue PhDs at Canadian universities and their 

affiliated institutions. There are science and 

                                                 
20 China Scholarship Council (2007): Annual Report 

2007, in:  

http://en.csc.edu.cn/uploads/20080813132840281.p

df (14/07/09) 

21 Zhejiang University: PROJECT211 and 985 in 

China: A BRIEF INTRODUCTI0N, in: 

http://www.cps.zju.edu.cn/english/info_xz.php?id=

1 (14/07/09) 

http://www.cibtcorp.com/news/20070430.html
http://en.csc.edu.cn/uploads/20080813132840281.pdf
http://en.csc.edu.cn/uploads/20080813132840281.pdf
http://www.cps.zju.edu.cn/english/info_xz.php?id=1
http://www.cps.zju.edu.cn/english/info_xz.php?id=1
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technology programs at the PhD and post-doctoral 

levels in place that concentrate on agriculture and 

food, as well as energy science, and are jointly 

administered by the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Canada and the Chinese Ministry of 

Education. Other science and technology 

programs are established with the National 

Research Council of Canada. With the University 

of British Columbia, the University of Alberta and 

the University of Victoria, there are also programs 

for Chinese PhD students and post-doctoral 

fellows that are jointly funded by the universities 

and the CSC. With Québec there exists the 

Québec Merit Fellowships Program and the 

Québec Bursary Granting Exemption from 

Differential Tuition Fees.
22

 For most programs, 

the CSC takes the principal role of selecting the 

students and scholars. 

 

he current Canada-China education 

cooperation developments described here reflect 

global trends in international education: e-

learning, the growth in public-private-

partnerships, the expansion and implementation of 

international curricula, and the increase of English 

as a language of research and instruction.
23

 In all 

of these areas China has demonstrated its 

determination to develop into an internationally 

competitive knowledge society. An economic 

powerhouse, China is increasingly an equal 

partner that can financially contribute to 

                                                 
22 For a list of CSC-funded programs, see: China 

Scholarship Council (CSC): > Study Abroad > 

Project of America, in: 

http://en.csc.edu.cn/Chuguo/1b6f86b632aa489db21

91cbf39308cdb.shtml (14/7/09) 

23  Altbach, P., Knight, J. (2007): The 

Internationalization of Higher Education: 

Motivations and Realities, in: Challenges and 

opportunities for the internationalization of higher 

education in the coming decade. - Los Angeles 

[u.a.] : Sage, 2008. 

programs, which in consequence opens up 

opportunities for China to target certain 

universities, disciplines and knowledge sectors. 

The China Scholarship Council has evolved into a 

very important actor and partner in this context. It 

will be important to further develop this 

relationship between the CSC and Canadian 

institutions, and to seek and explore ways to bring 

the expertise of the CSC into the Canadian arena. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.csc.edu.cn/Chuguo/1b6f86b632aa489db2191cbf39308cdb.shtml
http://en.csc.edu.cn/Chuguo/1b6f86b632aa489db2191cbf39308cdb.shtml
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A Canadian-Chinese Olympic 
Spirit for Education 
 

ith its reputation as a global destination for 

international learners and its strong linkages with 

the Chinese community due to a close political 

relationship and long history of Chinese 

immigration, Canada has already proven itself a 

valuable partner. For both Canada and China a 

viable and expanding partnership in education 

opens up opportunities for shared knowledge, 

technology development and economic 

opportunities. Especially in key sectors, such as 

automotive, aviation, IT, tourism and 

management, Canadian-Chinese partnerships play 

an increasing role. Despite the growing presence 

of public-private partnerships, it is important to 

strengthen and foster linkages and partnerships 

between public institutions. Whereas public-

private partnerships play out their strength in their 

flexibility and specialized services, public 

linkages can create a long term and more official 

partnership that can develop and grow over time, 

creating room and opportunities for continued 

discussion and broader, more extended research 

projects and programs. Today there are over 329 

agreements between Chinese and Canadian 

institutions, most of which are with the Canadian 

provinces of Ontario, Alberta, Québec, 

Saskatchewan and British Columbia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian-Chinese Institutional Linkages in 

Canadian Provinces
24 

 

 

anada-China linkages captured in the CUE 

data include Memoranda of Understanding, 

cooperation agreements, the exchange of library 

resources, undergraduate, graduate and faculty 

exchange programs, as well as joint degree 

programs. With 65 joint research agreements, 

China is Canadaôs number one non-OECD partner 

in collaborative research.
25

 The Canadian 

universities with the most linkages are the 

Universities of Regina, Manitoba, Alberta, 

Calgary and Université Laval. In China, these are 

the Huazhong University of Science and 

Technology, Chinese University of Hong Kong, 

Peking University, City University of Hong Kong 

and Beijing Normal University. 

 

                                                 
24  Data extracted and compiled from the Canadian 

University International Exchange Agreements 

Database (CUE) of the Association of Universities 

and Colleges Canada (AUCC) (15/07/09)  

25  China is followed by India, Mexico, Brazil, in: 

AUCC (June 2009): International Research 

Collaboration, in: http://www.aucc.ca/_pdf/english/ 

publications/irc_e.pdf (16/07/09) 

http://www.aucc.ca/_pdf/english/%20publications/irc_e.pdf
http://www.aucc.ca/_pdf/english/%20publications/irc_e.pdf
http://www.aucc.ca/_pdf/english/%20publications/irc_e.pdf
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Top 10 Canadian and Chinese University 

Linkages
26

 

 

 

Canada Links China Links 

University of 

Regina 

39 Huazhong Univ. 

of Science and 

Technology 

15 

University of 

Manitoba 

31 Chinese 

University of 

Hong Kong 

10 

University of 

Alberta 

27 Peking University 8 

University of 

Calgary 

26 City University of 

Hong Kong 

7 

University of 

Laval 

17 Beijing Normal 

University 

5 

University of 

British 

Columbia 

15 Jilin University 5 

University of 

Western 

Ontario 

12 Chongqing 

University 

5 

Brock 

University 

10 Fudan University 4 

University of 

Fraser Valley 

10 Harbin Institute 

of Technology 

4 

York 

University 

10 Lanzhou 

University 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
26 Top 10 universities in China and Canada by number 

of linkages with the partner country. AUCC: 

International Exchange Agreements Database 

(CUE). 

 

he table shows that Canadian universities 

have a considerably higher number of linkages 

and agreements than Chinese universities. This 

does not necessarily mean that Chinese 

universities are less active in establishing 

partnerships. With more than 1,900 higher 

education institutions
27

, China has several
28

 times 

the number of institutions that Canada has, a ratio 

that is likely to widen in the future. Not only is the 

possibility greater for more diverse linkages, 

indeed there are more Chinese (191) than 

Canadian (44) institutions in active agreements. 

Eight of the top 10 Chinese universities with the 

most linkages also belong to the top-class 

universities that are outlined in Project 985 of the 

Chinese Government.  

 

 n addition to further fostering direct linkages 

between institutions, an approach can be taken 

that extends to provincial Ministries of Education 

and Canadaôs federal government, possibly 

through the Council of Ministers of Education in 

liaison with the Chinese Ministry of Education 

and the China Scholarship Council. This broader 

approach could help to strengthen and coordinate 

more general strategies of the relations between 

both countries connected to education, but going 

beyond and extending to questions of governance, 

and trade and economic development. 

                                                 
27  China Statistical Yearbook 2008, data from 2007, 

in: 

http://bbs.jjxj.org/%E4%B8%AD%E5%9B%BD%

E7%BB%9F%E8%AE%A1%E5%B9%B4%E9%8

9%B42008/left_.htm  (16/07/09) 

28  Canadian Information Centre for International 

Credentials, Complete list of universities, colleges 

and schools in Canada, in: 

http://www.cicic.ca/en/post-

sec.aspx?sortcode=2.16.22&etab=0&p2=0&p3=0 

(16/07/09) 

http://bbs.jjxj.org/??????2008/left_.htm
http://bbs.jjxj.org/??????2008/left_.htm
http://bbs.jjxj.org/??????2008/left_.htm
http://www.cicic.ca/en/post-sec.aspx?sortcode=2.16.22&etab=0&p2=0&p3=0
http://www.cicic.ca/en/post-sec.aspx?sortcode=2.16.22&etab=0&p2=0&p3=0
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ne of the leading themes of a common 

strategy can be also seen in Science and 

Technology as outlined by the Canadaôs federal 

government entitled Mobilizing Science and 

Technology to Canada's Advantage and by the 

Innovation Strategy of China through the Chinese 

Ministry of Science and Technology.
29

 Canada 

signed a bilateral science and technology 

(S&T) agreement with China in January, 

2007. The purpose of this agreement is to 

encourage, develop and facilitate cooperative 

activities between Canada and China in 

science and technology (S&T) for peaceful 

purposes in fields of common interest and on 

the basis of equality and mutual benefit. 

 

specially here, but also in other research 

areas, means should be found to further the 

appropriate protection, allocation and application 

of intellectual property rights and patents that are 

created through joint research programs and 

projects.
30

 The solution to that challenge will be 

essential to a productive continuation of the 

partnership as well as the freedom of human 

resource mobility between the countries. Mobility 

should also be ensured through curriculum 

development and quality assurance while 

                                                 
29  Ministry of Industry Canada: Mobilizing Science 

and Technology to Canada's Advantage, in: 

http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/vwapj/S&Tsum

mary.pdf/$file/S&Tsummary.pdf  (16/07/09); 

 Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology: 

Innovation  Strategy of China, in: 

http://www.most.org.cn/eng/pressroom/200706/t20

070613_50394.htm  (16/07/09) 
30

  Although intellectual property rights are an 

important part of the Canadian-Chinese S&T 

Cooperation Agreement, practical feedback and 

usability have yet to be assessed and are part of an 

on-going development: for the cooperation 

agreement see:  http://www.treaty-

accord.gc.ca/ViewTreaty.asp?Treaty_ID=105085 

(29/07/09) 

respecting different academic cultures and needs. 

Content, delivery and quality priorities may vary 

in relation to the specific cultural context. 

Obstacles should not be created by these 

differences, but ways rather found that enable 

students and scholars alike to conduct a 

meaningful exchange and transfer of ideas and 

knowledge. In order to accommodate this 

challenging task, openness to change is needed in 

both education systems, in terms of structure, 

pedagogy, teaching and content choice. 

 

ith deeper, more quality partnership 

developments underway, the time is right for 

Canada and China to embark upon a special year 

of cooperation in education and sciences, 

celebrating their past successful partnerships, 

strengthening their current linkages and interests 

and exploring solutions to the challenges inherent 

to cross-border education. As Canada will host the 

next Olympic Winter Games in 2010, the Olympic 

Spirit to promote mutual understanding, fairness 

and friendship can be extended to Canadian-

Chinese cooperation in education. Translating the 

Olympic Spirit to education implies inspiring and 

motivating Canadian and Chinese students, 

scholars and educators alike to meet their 

educational challenges and work together to 

create a better world, for example through sharing 

knowledge and finding the environmental and 

technological solutions for the challenges of the 

21
st
 century. 

 

 Canadian-Chinese year of education and 

sciences could be the opportunity for students, 

scholars, education experts and policy makers to 

convene at conferences and events in Canada and 

China that highlight mutually important research 

http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/vwapj/S&Tsummary.pdf/$file/S&Tsummary.pdf
http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic1.nsf/vwapj/S&Tsummary.pdf/$file/S&Tsummary.pdf
http://www.most.org.cn/eng/pressroom/200706/t20070613_50394.htm
http://www.most.org.cn/eng/pressroom/200706/t20070613_50394.htm
http://www.treaty-accord.gc.ca/ViewTreaty.asp?Treaty_ID=105085
http://www.treaty-accord.gc.ca/ViewTreaty.asp?Treaty_ID=105085
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projects for the 21
st
 century: information 

technology, aviation, automotive, energy and the 

environment. 

 

2010 could be the starting gate for a new era of 

Chinese-Canadian academic relations and 

cooperation. 

 

 

_________ 
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