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Highlights 
 

� In 2001-02, Canada welcomed 104,662 international students from 203 countries 
around the world into the following sectors:  elementary/secondary (38,086); 
college/trade (14,341); and university (52,235).  Every sector experienced an 
increase each year over the three-year period from 1999-00 to 2001-02.  Overall, 
total international student enrolments increased by 12.6% from 2000-01.   

 
� Over 48% of international students in Canada came from Asia in 2001-02.  The 

top five source countries for all levels of study were:  South Korea (14,804); 
United States (10,765); People’s Republic of China (10,091); France (6,609) and 
Japan (4,720).  From 2000-01 to 2001-02, the largest percentage increases in 
international students were from the People’s Republic of China (45.9%) and 
South Korea (34.1%).   

 
� In 2001-02, the top three provinces hosting international students were:  Ontario 

(40,560), British Columbia (21,763) and Québec (21,360), although all ten 
provinces experienced growth in their total international student numbers.  In 
2001-02, the total number of international students across all provinces as a 
percentage of total university enrolments was 5.9%.    

 
� In 2001-02, the top three university programs, in terms of total international 

student enrolments were: Business, Management and Marketing (10,025), 
Engineering (6,025) and Social Sciences (4,175).  These programs experienced 
steady international student growth over each of the three reported years (1999-00 
to 2001-02).  

 
� In 2001-02, 45% of international students at Canadian universities were women. 

 
� In 2000-01, there were 32,779 Canadian students studying abroad, representing 

3.7% of the domestic university student population.  The United States was the 
primary destination country for Canadian students, with 77.1% of the total 
number of Canadian students abroad.  

 
� From 2000-01 to 2001-02, Canada experienced a competitive percentage increase 

in international student enrolments as compared to other major host countries.  
However, in terms of absolute numbers of international students, Canada remains 
well behind its competitors.   
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I. The Canadian Experience 
 
In 2001-02, Canada welcomed 104,662 international students from 203 countries into the 
following sectors: elementary/secondary (38,086), college/trade (14,341) and university 
(52,235).  Every sector experienced an increase each year over the three-year period from 
1999-00 to 2001-02.  Overall, total international student enrolments increased by 27.5% 
from 1999-00 to 2001-02.   
 
Over 48% of international students in Canada in 2001-02 came from Asia, followed by 
North/Central America and Europe.  These top three regional rankings applied to the 
elementary/secondary, college/trade and university sectors.  The top five source countries 
for all levels of study were:  South Korea (14,804), United States (10,765), People’s 
Republic of China (10,091), France (6,069) and Japan (4,720) with the most significant 
increases from the previous year being realized by the People’s Republic of China 
(45.9%) and South Korea (34.1%). 
 
In 2001-02, the top three provinces hosting international students were: Ontario (40,560), 
British Columbia (21,763) and Québec (21,360), although all ten provinces experienced 
growth in their total international student numbers from the previous year.  By sector the 
leading provinces in elementary/secondary enrolments were: Ontario (17,825), British 
Columbia (9,976) and Alberta (3,606).  In the college/trade sector British Columbia 
hosted the largest number of students (6,502), followed by Ontario (5,520) and Alberta 
(1,381).  At the university level the three top hosting provinces were: Québec (17,345), 
Ontario (17,215) and British Columbia (5,285).  In 2001-02, the total number of 
international students across all provinces as a percentage of total university enrolments 
was 5.9%.  However, the leading provinces in terms of international students as a 
percentage of total university population were: New Brunswick (7.8%), Québec (7.2%) 
and British Columbia (6.6%).     
 
In 2001-02, the top three university programs, in terms of total international student 
enrolments were: Business, Management and Marketing (10,025), Engineering (6,025) 
and Social Sciences (4,175).  These programs experienced steady growth in enrolments 
over each of the past three reported years, 1999-00 to 2001-02.  In 2001-02 the program 
areas that had the largest percentage of international students as a proportion of the total 
enrolment by program area were:  Theological Studies and Religious Vocations (13.3%), 
Dental, Medical and Veterinary Residency (13.1%) and Mathematics and Statistics 
(12.1%).   
 
In 2001-02, 45% of international students at Canadian universities were female.  During 
that same period, the three programs with the largest percentage of female international 
students were: Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences (78.1%), Psychology 
(76.4%), and English Language & Literature/Letters (70.1%). 
 
At the university level, in 2001-02, McGill University hosted the largest number of 
international students (5,015), representing 9.2 % of the total international student 
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population, followed by the Université de Montréal (3,925), University of Toronto 
(3,675), Université du Québec (3,445) and York University (2,625).  
 
In 2003-04, university tuition fees for international students varied significantly across 
programs and institutions: an undergraduate Arts degree was $5,004 at Brandon 
University versus $16,204 at the University of Waterloo.   
   
In 2000-01, there were 32,779 Canadian students studying abroad, representing 3.7% of 
the domestic university student population.  The United States was the primary study 
destination for all Canadian students undertaking programs overseas and, according to the 
Institute of International Education, the majority of these students were enrolled in 
undergraduate programs. 
 
 
II. Present and Future:  A Look at Student Mobility Worldwide 
 
Present 
It is important when examining the situation in Canada to consider the broader context of 
what is happening in competitor regions.  The United States, the United Kingdom and 
Australia will be examined in greater detail because of the availability of comprehensive 
data, but summary information will also be provided for other nations involved in the 
promotion and recruitment of international students.   
 
United States 
In the United States, the Institute of International Education (IIE) gathers and maintains 
comprehensive statistics on international students studying in the US, US study abroad 
students, intensive English language program students and international scholars in the 
US.  This provides a detailed and longitudinal profile of some of the key mechanisms of 
internationalization.  In 2002-03, there were 586,323 international students studying in 
the United States, contributing almost $12.9 billion to the US economy.  However, the 
percentage increase of international students from 2001-02 was only 0.6%, representing a 
significant slowing of growth from the previous five years.  India, China, South Korea, 
Japan and Taiwan were the top five source countries with the largest increase from 2001-
02 from India (11.6%) and South Korea (5.0%).  Community colleges in the US 
experienced a 2.1% drop in international students, the first decrease in a five-year span of 
rapid growth. 
 
The United States has consistently been the leading destination country for international 
students.  Although there appears to be a softening in its rate of growth, likely in part as a 
result of the war in Iraq, new security procedures and economic factors1, its profile 
worldwide, and the resultant market share, is considerable. To support this sector, the 
United States has established an Education USA website for international students, offers 
extensive scholarships for international students (e.g. Fulbright), provides support for a 

                                                 
1 IIE conducted an on-line survey in October 2003 and respondents indicated that new security procedures 
and economic factors were affecting international student enrolments.   
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network of 450 advising/information offices around the globe, and supports a broad range 
of internationalizing the curriculum projects on an annual basis.            
 
United Kingdom  
In the United Kingdom, the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) collects higher 
education statistics.  In 2002-03, as reported by UKCOSA, there were a total of 275,275 
full and part-time international students enrolled in universities in the UK.  Of these, 49% 
were European Union (EU) students.  The top non-EU students were from China, India, 
Malaysia, United States and Hong Kong with significant increases from 2001-02 from 
China (70%) and India (65%).   In 2001-02, the UK achieved its recruitment target of an 
extra 50,000 international students two years ahead of its projected target.   
 
The Prime Minister’s Initiative was established in 1999 to increase the number of 
international students and develop, through education and training, sustainable 
relationships with other countries around the globe.  The initiative links the activities and 
resources of the key stakeholders and is financially supported by approximately  
£2 million annually.  In January 2004, the British Council attributed their record 
increases in international student numbers to the enhanced accessibility to the UK as a 
result of changes to immigration, a successful global marketing and branding campaign, 
increased efforts by the higher education sector and growth in key markets.  In order to 
adequately plan for the future, the British Council and the UK universities, in 
collaboration with IDP, undertook a significant research project to examine and explore 
future trends in international student mobility.  In particular, the report provides an 
analysis of the demand for higher education places in the English-speaking destinations 
from 144 countries.  In addition, UKCOSA has undertaken a major survey on 
international students’ experiences (academic and living) in the UK.  Finally, throughout 
2004, the British Council has been engaging in broad based consultations with key 
stakeholders to formulate and finalize the new 2005 strategy to build upon the Prime 
Minister’s Initiative.  The results of these projects and others will provide the UK with 
valuable and important information to continue to strategically develop this sector.   
 
Australia 
In Australia, Australian Education International (AEI) gathers and analyzes statistics on 
international students.   In 2003, there were a total of 303,324 international students 
enrolled in the following sectors:  higher education (136,252); ELICOS – ESL (60,930); 
vocational education (57,326); school education (26,799) and other (22,017).  Education 
is now Australia’s 9th largest export and 3rd largest service export.  Each sector realized 
growth from the previous year with the most significant increases occurring in higher 
education (16.5%) and primary/secondary education (15.2%).  The top five source 
countries for total enrolments across all sectors were China, Hong Kong, South Korea, 
Indonesia, and Malaysia. Large growth in the market occurred from India (27%), China 
(20%), and South Korea (19%).  Over 79% of all international students in Australia came 
from Asia.  Preliminary data in 2004 indicates a softening in the enrolment numbers from 
a number of key source countries. 
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In 2003, in recognition of the importance of the international education sector to the 
nation, the Australian Government announced a major commitment to Australia’s 
international education industry providing a comprehensive package of funding worth 
$113 million over four years.  The government is providing funding to support enhanced 
promotion and an expanded presence abroad; the development of an offshore quality 
assurance framework; scholarship programs for overseas students and for Australian 
language teachers for fellowships overseas; establishment of International Centres of 
Excellence and a National Language Centre; strengthening onshore compliance and 
quality assurance; and revisions and resources to support student visa processing.  In the 
area of research, IDP Education Australia recently undertook a study on Australia’s 
international competitiveness as a study destination for overseas students.  The study on 
students’ perceptions and evaluation of quality revealed that “professional international 
recognition of qualifications was the overall most important factor when students 
evaluate quality. Other important factors included the opportunity to specialize in a field 
of study, academic standards and reputation, and employment prospects overseas”.2 
 
Other countries 
While current statistics are not available from other key destination countries it is 
important to note that Germany, France and New Zealand are actively engaged in the 
international education arena as evidenced through a range of funding support, promotion 
and presence abroad and nationally coordinated and strategic initiatives.  Of particular 
note, in 2004 the Government of New Zealand announced a $40 million four-year 
commitment to enhance its strategic approach to international education, recognizing the 
important social and economic benefits of the sector to the country.  The funding support 
will focus on: strengthening the quality of international education provision; enhancing 
links with target countries overseas; and promoting research, innovation and 
diversification.   New Zealand issued a satisfaction survey in 2004. 
 
The Future 
According to Vision 2020:  Forecasting International Student Mobility a collaborative 
report undertaken by the British Council, Universities UK and IDP Education Australia, 
the global demand for international student places in English-speaking destination 
countries will increase by 160% over the next 15 years to a total of 2.6 million.  East Asia 
and South Asia, with China and India in particular, will lead the demand.  Furthermore, 
the demand for distance education is expected to realize a four-fold increase.  IDP 
Education Australia, as reported at the EAIE 2003 Conference in Vienna, has predicted 
that there will be close to 8 million students educated trans-nationally by 2025.  
 
While it appears that there will be a profound increase in the number of students seeking 
an international learning experience, the Atlas of Student Mobility, issued in 2004 by IIE 
in the US, notes that this growth will likely result in changes and complexities in the 
student mobility trends.  Currently the top five destination countries are: United States, 
United Kingdom, Germany, France and Australia and these countries account for 75% of 
all international student mobility as of 2000-01.  However, the international student 
                                                 
2 http://www.idp.com/mediacentre/october2004/article1233.asp 
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market is becoming increasingly competitive with new nations becoming part of the 
international education marketplace.  In particular, Singapore, India, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Thailand and China are emerging study destinations and as such provide or 
will provide enhanced intra-regional opportunities for students in Asia as well as 
enhanced opportunities for students from other regions. For more information on the 
Atlas, see the web site at: www.iiebooks.org 
  
Summary 
From the above we see that that there will be a significant increase in the number of 
international students seeking an international education in the coming years. However, 
the arena is becoming highly competitive with new players establishing themselves as 
well as key traditional players contributing significant financial resources to support and 
enhance the sector through ongoing research and planning.  This is the international 
context within which Canada is operating.       
 
 
III. Challenges and Opportunities – Future Trends in Canada 
 
Opportunities 
Within Canada we have a vibrant and growing international education sector that 
includes but is not restricted to:  private ESL, FSL and EFL schools, private high schools, 
private career colleges, public high schools, public colleges/cégeps, institutes and 
universities, provincial and federal governments, and a range of national and provincial 
NGOs and associations.  Each of these groups is engaged, in varying degrees, in the 
recruitment of students, promotion of opportunities, and delivery of services.  The 
diversity of the types of institutions and variety of programming options provides a broad 
range of program choices to prospective international students. 
 
Canada’s quality lifestyle and its commitment to excellence in education are significant 
advantages.  A recent CBIE survey, Canada First: The 2004 Survey of International 
Students notes that 60% of international students see Canada as the top choice 
destination, and ranked Canada’s quality of education and its safety as the top two 
reasons for studying here.  Our attractiveness as a study destination combined with a 
growing commitment to internationalization provides the country with significant 
marketing advantages. 
 
There is a growing spirit of collaboration, a shift from the more “siloed” perspectives of 
the past, and supported by a range of national and provincial committees and expanded 
more inclusive membership in various associations.  A recent example of this enhanced 
cooperation is the launch of Canada’s first International Education Week where over 15 
international education stakeholder groups joined forces to establish this annual event and 
to showcase the importance of international education.  In a highly competitive arena 
such as the international student marketplace, collaboration and cooperation are key in 
strengthening the country’s position.   
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There is an increasing focus on standards.  For example, the Canadian Language Council, 
an association representing a range of public and private English and French language 
sectors, ensures that member institutions meet rigorous standards covering curriculum, 
teacher qualifications, student services, student admissions, marketing, promotion, 
facilities and administration.  Furthermore the Council has ensured that these standards 
are internationally recognized and provide international students with assurances of 
quality.  Given the importance that international students place on quality, these are 
important and critical developments.   
 
Canada has an experienced and expanding cadre of international education practitioners 
who are utilizing a sophisticated roster of approaches and programs to recruit 
international students, effectively support these students on campus and within the 
community, and ensure that they are an important part of the internationalization process.  
The variety of opportunities to share best practices and network with colleagues across 
Canada provides the field with a number of occasions to strengthen the experience and 
expertise of the sector.   
 
Increasingly we are seeing federal government initiatives focusing on various aspects of 
international education.  The Government of Canada’s Innovation Strategy outlines the 
importance of attracting outstanding international students to strengthen the country’s 
innovation capacity and enhance our economic competitiveness.  Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada has launched pilot projects in selected provinces across the country 
to streamline certain immigration procedures and facilitate the movement of international 
students to non-traditional centres.  Initiatives by Foreign Affairs Canada and 
International Trade Canada designed to involve a wider stakeholder group in discussions 
about Canada’s foreign policy and Canadian International Education Policy are positive 
developments.   With nations increasingly focused on the strategic development of 
international education policies, we must continue to move forward on these projects and 
effectively link key initiatives being undertaken by institutions/schools, government and 
associations.   
 
Challenges 
While there are examples of increased coordination and collaboration, we have yet to 
significantly unify our efforts, particularly in terms of marketing Canada as a destination 
to study.  Immigration challenges in certain regions overseas, including conflicting 
messages as a result of the pilot projects, as well as a lack of consistent and deliberate 
messaging abroad are significant challenges that need to be overcome.   In order to 
develop new markets and strengthen growing markets, we need to be targeted, 
professional and consistent with our messaging and successfully brand what we have to 
offer, particularly when competitor countries like the UK, Australia and New Zealand are 
putting significant effort towards increasing their market share.   
 
Canada has consistently underfunded international education in comparison to other 
OECD nations.  According to the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada 
(AUCC), on a per capita basis Canada contributes $0.80 while Australia, United States 
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and Japan contribute $9.07, $4.70 and $4.94 respectively.3  With budget cuts announced 
for the Canadian Education Centre Network effective 2005-06, this is a disturbing trend 
for a growing and important sector, particularly in light of the ramping up of financial 
support for international education by a number of countries around the globe.    
 
Related to the above, Canada has invested very little in terms of market research to 
identify future student mobility trends and international student choice factors (CBIE’s 
Canada First: The 2004 Survey of International Students is a step in the right direction) 
as well as to examine and analyze competitor strategies on an ongoing basis. We are also 
hampered by the lack of a current study that identifies the economic impact of 
international students to the Canadian economy.  While economics are not the only, or 
most important part of having international students study on campuses, these figures 
would strengthen our collective advocacy efforts.  Without current and comprehensive 
information, including timely international student statistics, we cannot hope to 
successfully plan for the future. 
 
Finally, we continue to approach international education in a fragmented manner, 
focusing on the activities, rather than the process.  By continuing to focus on selected 
parts and not the whole as well as the relationship of the parts to the whole, we are 
missing important opportunities to develop vital connections with key efforts, identify 
crucial gaps in our approach, and develop cost efficiencies in what is supported.     
 
Future Canadian Trends 
Given these challenges and opportunities, it can be anticipated that the number of 
international students will grow modestly, after some of the challenging times 
experienced in 2002-03 as a result of SARS, the Iraq War, BSE or Mad Cow Disease and 
West Nile Virus.  Given the current trends in other jurisdictions and future projections it 
is anticipated that we will experience growth in the elementary/secondary, college/trade 
and university sectors.  The increasingly restrictive visa processes in the United States 
and a growing focus on safety and security should have a stimulating effect on the 
international education sector in Canada.  In terms of markets we are likely to see some 
growth from:  India, China, United States and countries in the Middle East. 
 
A Call to Action 
Despite these predictions, unless Canada is going to recognize the importance of the 
international education sector through leadership, funding support and enhanced 
governmental coordination, our ongoing growth will be modest at best.  We cannot afford 
to continue to take a laissez faire approach to international education, particularly when 
one examines our reliance on international trade, our need to increase our innovation 
capacity, and the growing complexity and interconnectedness of the world.  The time is 
now for us to recognize and support international education as a vital component of 
Canada’s economic, social and cultural future.     
 
International students are a valuable component of the internationalization process in 
schools, colleges and universities across Canada.  Their presence, on campuses and 
                                                 
3 AUCC, 2004.  International Affairs, p. 2. 
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within communities, provides significant cultural, social and educational benefits.  In 
particular international students: 
 

� bring an international and intercultural perspective to the classroom and the 
communities in which they live, helping develop the international knowledge, 
skills and abilities of Canadians; 

� contribute to our competitiveness and innovation; 
� create enhanced opportunities for research and learning; and  
� return to their home countries with an understanding of Canadian people and 

culture – the foundation of future academic, political and economic linkages.     
 
The experience abroad provides important opportunities for all participating students by 
providing a powerful way of acquiring international and intercultural skills through direct 
personal experience and developing a “new awareness of self, values, attitudes and world 
views”4.  This understanding is key to effectively living and working in an increasingly 
complex, interconnected and diverse world. 
       
 
IV. Data Restrictions  
 
The collection of current and complete data on international students in Canada has 
historically been a challenge.  Data on international education activities is collected at 
institutional, provincial, national and international levels, using a range of methods and 
data definitions that do not always enable easy or possible comparability.  The one source 
that has provided a consistent, confirmed source of international student data has been 
Statistics Canada.  However, this year there has been almost a three-year lag time in 
obtaining the data as a result of the implementation of a new reporting methodology.  In 
addition to the lack of timely statistics, the data from Statistics Canada is for international 
students in programs at the university level only.  Data for elementary/secondary and the 
college/trade sectors is provided by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) and while 
more current data is available, according to CBIE’s 2000-01 National Report, these 
figures potentially inflate the actual international student numbers by up to 15%.   
Finally, a major limitation of the currently provided international students statistics is the 
absence of data on international students attending short-term programs.  Without 
information on this important and vibrant sector, we have an incomplete international 
student statistical picture.     
 
If we are going to accurately evaluate existing strategies and adequately plan for strategic 
approaches in the future, we must be in a position to collect a comprehensive series of 
statistics on international education and international students in particular.  Fortunately, 
some progress has been made.  The British Columbia Centre for International Education 
(BCCIE) has been collecting comprehensive international student statistics (short-term 
and long-term) for the public post-secondary sector for the last eight years and as other 
jurisdictions are examining or are in the process of developing an international student 

                                                 
4 Stanley & Mason, 1997, p. 33. 
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collection system, it would be important to consider ways to strengthen our collective 
efforts in gathering current and comprehensive statistics.   CBIE is currently planning to 
undertake a direct-to-institution pilot with a view to more frequent (twice a year) surveys 
in the future. 
 
 
V. Notes on data and definitions 
 

� CBIE’s National Report relies on data provided by Statistics Canada for 
university level data and Citizenship and Immigration Canada for college/trade 
and elementary/secondary level data, unless otherwise noted.  

 
� All tables reporting Canadian university enrolment Canada data were obtained 

using information from Statistics Canada Enhanced Student Information System 
(ESIS).  Data on the fields of study are coded according to the new Classification 
of Instructional Programs (CIP).  Data on program levels, citizenship and 
immigration status were coded using the new ESIS classifications.  Statistics 
Canada data is subject to revision.  In Québec, the conciliation between the data 
from Statistics Canada and that of the Ministère de l’Éducation du Québec is not 
yet completed.   Figures are rounded to the nearest five (5).  Figures below five 
(5) are confidential.   

  
� College/trade and elementary/secondary data is drawn from Citizenship and 

Immigration Canada data as of December 1 each year.  The data reported for 
1999-00 to 2000-01 captures the number of clients as opposed to documents 
issued. 

 
� Enrolment figures may differ from table to table as a result of rounding as well as 

the exclusion of figures below five because of confidentiality.     
 
Definitions 
 
The following terms are used in this report: 
 
International Students are students who are neither Canadian citizens nor permanent 
residents of Canada.     
 
Country of origin refers in most cases to the country of citizenship of the students.  There 
are some students who have dual citizenship and in such cases information on the last 
permanent residence is used to select the country of origin for classification purposes.  
 
Elementary/secondary includes all education from pre-school (kindergarten) up to and 
including the final year of high school as defined in each province.   
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College/trade includes all education at post-secondary, non-degree granting institutions, 
the general vocational colleges in Québec, technical institutes, regional colleges and 
trade/vocational schools, both public and private.   
 
University includes all education offered at an institution that grants degrees. 
 
The following categories have been combined in some tables: 
 
University international student enrolment data includes students under the following 
immigration status categories:  student visa: a permit obtained by a student to enter 
Canada for the sole purpose of attending an educational post-secondary institution; other 
visa, including students who are in Canada on diplomatic, trade and other missions; non-
Canadian, status unknown (refugees and other foreign students in Canada whose status is 
unknown; and non-Canadian, no visa status as student is studying outside Canada e.g. by 
Internet.   
 
Undergraduate includes the following program levels:  community college certificate or 
diploma, other undergraduate level, Bachelor’s and other undergraduate degree and other 
program level. 
 
Graduate includes the following program levels:  Master’s degree, other graduate level 
and earned doctorate. 
 
Elementary/secondary students are combined as provided by CIC. 
 
 
VI. Commentary on Tables  
 
Table 1 – International Students in Canada by Type of Study and University Level, 
1999-00 to 2001-02 
 
Table 1 provides a three-year retrospective of the number of international students in 
elementary/secondary schools, colleges and universities across Canada and shows the 
yearly percentage change of international student enrolments by the types of study 
profiled.     
 
Total Enrolment – In 2001-02, there were 104,662 international students enrolled in 
elementary/secondary schools, colleges and universities across Canada, representing a 
27.5% increase from 1999-00 to 2001-02.  In 2001-02, international student enrolments 
increased by 12.6% from the previous year.     
 
Elementary/Secondary – In 2001-02, there were 38,086 international students enrolled 
in the elementary/secondary sector, representing a 17.6% increase since 1999-00.  In each 
of the recorded years, there has been positive growth in the international student 
enrolments with 2001-02 experiencing a 7.3% increase of international students from 
2000-01.     
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College/Trade – In terms of the college/trade sector there were 14,341 international 
students in 2001-02, a 49.7% increase from 1999-00.  In each of the three reported years, 
there were increases in the international student numbers in the college/trade sector with 
2001-02 realizing an 18.3% increase from the previous year.   
 
Universities – In 2001-02, there were 52,235 international students (undergraduate and 
graduate) enrolled in universities, a 30.2% increase since 1999-00.  International student 
numbers across all levels increased each year over the three-year reporting period, with a 
17.1% and 11.4% growth being realized at the undergraduate and graduate level 
respectively, from 2000-01 to 2001-02.   
 
Table 2 – International Students in Canada by Province and Level of Study 
 
Table 2 provides a three-year profile of international student enrolments by province by 
elementary/secondary, college/trade and university levels.  A small number of students in 
the Yukon and Northwest Territories are excluded as this data was only available for the 
elementary/secondary and college/trade sectors. 
 
Total Enrolments – In 2001-02, the top three provinces hosting international students 
were: Ontario (40,560), British Columbia (21,763) and Québec (21,360).   In the same 
year, all ten provinces showed increases in their total international students enrolments 
from the previous year but the most significant percentage change was experienced by 
Prince Edward Island (20%), British Columbia (17.1%) and New Brunswick (15.6%). 
 
Elementary/Secondary – In 2001-02, the leading provinces in terms of 
elementary/secondary international students enrolments were:  Ontario (17,825); British 
Columbia (9,976) and Alberta (3,606).  From 2000-01 to 2001-02, the most significant 
percentage change occurred in Prince Edward Island (26.0%), British Columbia (17.4%) 
and Manitoba (10.7%).  Both Québec and New Brunswick experienced declines in their 
international student numbers over the same period.   
 
College/Trade – In 2001-02, the leading provinces were: British Columbia (6,502), 
Ontario (5,520) and Alberta (1,381).  The most significant percentage change from 2000-
01 to 2001-02 occurred in Manitoba (43.0%), Ontario (25.9%) and British Columbia 
(15.6%).  Newfoundland, New Brunswick and Saskatchewan had decreases in their 
international student enrollments over the same period.       
 
Universities – see Table 3 for details.  
 
Table 3 – Number of University Level International Students and International 
Students as Percentage of Total University Population by Province, 1999-00 to  
2001-02 
 
Table 3 provides a three-year retrospective of the total number of university level 
(undergraduate and graduate) international students enrolled by province and 
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international students as a percentage of the total enrolment (international and Canadian 
students) in each province.   
 
In 2001-02, every province experienced growth in their international student numbers 
from the previous year.  The three provinces with the largest international student 
enrolments were:  Québec (17,345), Ontario (17,215) and British Columbia (5,285).  
Since 1999-00 all provinces, with the exception of Newfoundland, experienced steady 
international student enrolment growth each year over the three-year period.   
 
With the exception of Newfoundland, which had a fairly flat level of growth, each 
province increased the international student percentage of its total university population 
from 1999-00 to 2001-02.  In 2001-02, the three leading provinces were:  New 
Brunswick (7.8%), Québec (7.2%) and British Columbia (6.6%). 
 
Table 4 – International Students in Canada by Region of Origin and Level of Study, 
1999-00 to 2001-02  
 
Table 4 provides a three-year examination of the international student enrolments by 
region of origin and by level of study and outlines the year-by-year percentage change in 
the international student enrolment numbers.  For the purposes of the analysis, “Other” 
regions will not be included.   
 
Total Enrolments – In 2001-02, the top three source regions for international students 
were: Asia (50,565), North/Central America (17,561), and Europe (17,201) with 49% of 
the total international student population coming from Asia.  The regions that 
experienced the largest percentage increases from 2000-01 to 2001-02 in terms of 
international students sent were: Asia (20.5%), closely followed by Oceania (19.9%) and 
South America (19.7%).  Most regions experienced small to significant increases each 
year over the three-year period in the number of international students sent, with the 
exception of Europe where numbers have decreased by –0.7% from 1999-00 to 2001-02. 
 
Elementary/Secondary – In terms of international student enrolments in the 
elementary/secondary sector, the top three source regions for 2001/2002 were: Asia 
(18,961), North/Central America (6,973), and Europe (6,287).  All regions, with the 
exception of Europe, sent increasing numbers of international students each year over the 
three recorded years.     
 
College/Trade – In 2001-02, the top three source regions for college/trade international 
student enrolments were: Asia (11,634), North/Central America (1,293) and Europe 
(589).  Africa, Asia, North/Central America and Oceania all sent increasing number of 
students to study in Canada each year over the three recorded years.    
 
Universities – In terms of total university enrolments (undergraduate and graduate 
combined) the top three source regions were:  Asia (19,970), Europe (10,325) and North 
and Central America (9,295).  In all regions there have been steady increases in the 
number of international students sent each year over the three years, with the most 



 
 

 18 

significant increase (25.1%) occurring in the number of students sent from Asia, between 
2000-01 and 2001-02.   
 
Table 5a – Major Source Countries for International Students in Canada by all 
Levels of Study, 1999-00 to 2001-02  
 
Table 5a shows in rank order (as of 2001-2002) the 15 countries providing Canada with 
the highest overall international enrolments by all levels of study for the three-year period 
of 1999-00 to 2001-02.  
 
Total Enrolments – In 2001-02, the top five source countries in terms of total 
international student enrolments were:  South Korea (14,804), United States (10,765), 
People’s Republic of China (10,091), France (6,069) and Japan (4,702) with the most 
dramatic increases from the People’s Republic of China (45.9%) and South Korea 
(34.1%).   In 1999-00, the five top source countries were: United States, South Korea, 
France, People’s Republic of China, and Japan.  
 
Elementary/Secondary – In 2001-02, the top five source countries for the 
elementary/secondary sector were: South Korea (6,596), United States (4,561), People’s 
Republic of China (2,112), Japan (2,092) and Hong Kong (1,886).   Within this group, 
South Korea and the People’s Republic of China experienced the most significant 
percentage growth in international students sent, 52.5% and 12% respectively, from the 
previous year.   
 
College/Trade – In 2001-02 the top five source countries for college/trade students were: 
South Korea (6,683), People’s Republic of China (1,369), Japan (1,168), Mexico (799) 
and India (367), with the People’s Republic of China and South Korea experiencing the 
largest percentage change in international students sent, 64.7% and 23.6% respectively, 
from 2000-01.     
 
Table 5b – Major Source Countries for International Students in Canada by 
University Level, 1999-00 to 2001-02 
 
Table 5b shows in rank order (as of 2001-02) the top countries providing Canada with the 
highest overall international enrolments by university level studies, from 1999-00 to 
2001-02.   
 
In 2001-02, the top five source countries for international students in Canada, by 
university level (undergraduate and graduate combined), were: the People’s Republic of 
China (6,610), United States (5,900), France (5,135) South Korea (1,525) and Japan 
(1,460).  All five of these source countries experienced growth in the number of 
international students each year of the three recorded years.   
 
In 2001-02, the top five source countries for undergraduate level international students 
were:  the People’s Republic of China (4,775), United States (4,550) France (3,610), 
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Hong Kong (1,295) and South Korea (1,215).  With the exception of Hong Kong, each of 
these countries sent increasing numbers of students each of the three recorded years.     
 
In 2001-02, the top five source countries for international graduate students were:  the 
People’s Republic of China (1,835), France (1,525), United States (1,350), India (575) 
and Mexico (540).   
 
Table 6 – International Students in Canada by Country of Origin and Level of 
Study 
 
Table 6 provides a listing of the international student enrolments by country of origin and 
level of study for a two-year period, from 2000-01 to 2001-02.   
 
In 2001-02, there were international students in Canada studying in a range of study 
levels from over 203 countries around the globe - representing a rich and diverse group of 
students from every region in the world.     
 
Table 7 – International Students at Canadian Universities by Level of Study and 
International Students as a Percentage of Total Enrolment by Level of Study, 
1999-00 to 2001-02  
 
Table 7 provides the number of international university students by level of study and as 
a percentage of the total enrolment (Canadian and international students) by level of 
study over a three-year period, 1999-00 to 2001-02.     
 
In 2001-02, there were 35,920 international undergraduate level students, 5.2% of the 
total undergraduate enrolment; 11,565 international master’s level students, 11.6% of the 
total master’s level enrolment; and 4,830 international doctoral level students, 17.7% of 
the total doctoral level enrolments.  In 2001-02, the total international student enrolment 
as a percentage of total enrolment was 5.9%.    
    
Table 8 – International Students at Canadian Universities by Field and Level of 
Study and International Students as Percentage of Total Enrolment by Field and 
Level of Study, 1999-00 to 2001-02 
 
Table 8 indicates the number of international university students by level of study and as 
a percentage of the total enrolment (Canadian and international students) by field and 
level of study over a three-year period from 1999-00 to 2001-02.     
 
Table 8 illustrates that in 2001-02, the top five fields of study, in terms of total 
international student enrolments (excluding other instructional programs) were:  
Business, Management, Marketing (10,025), Engineering (6,025), Social Sciences 
(4,175), Computer and Information Sciences (3,715) and Liberal Arts and Sciences, 
General Studies (2,500).  These programs have experienced steady growth across all 
three reported years.   
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In 2001-02, the top three fields of study that had the largest percentage of international 
students as a reflection of the total enrolment were:  Theological Studies and Religious 
Vocations (13.3%), Dental, Medical and Veterinary Residency (13.1%) and Mathematics 
and Statistics (12.1%).  
 
Table 9 – Percentage of Female International Students in Canadian Universities by 
Field and Level of Study, 2001-02 
 
Table 9 provides a snapshot of female international students as a percentage of total 
international students enrolments (male and female) by field and level of study for 2001-
2002.   
 
Of the total international student population, 45% are female.   In 2001-02, the three 
fields with the highest percentage of female international students across all levels of 
study were: Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences (78.1%), Psychology 
(76.4%), and English Language and Literature/Letters (70.1%). Engineering had the 
smallest overall percentage of female students (19.2%).     
 
In terms of undergraduate level studies, Psychology was the field of study with the 
largest percentage of female international students (78.9%) whereas at the master’s level 
it was French Language and Literature/Letters (80%).  At the doctoral level there were 
two fields of study that had the largest percentage of female international students:  Area, 
Ethnic, Cultural and Gender Studies (66.7%) and Public Administration (66.7%).  
 
Table 10 – Top Twenty Canadian Universities by International Enrolment, 1999-00 
to 2001-02 
 
Table 10 provides information on international student enrolment by top twenty Canadian 
universities from 1999-00 to 2001-02, and indicates these enrolments as a percentage of 
the total international student population for 2001-02.   
 
In 2001-02, McGill was the university with the largest international student enrolment of 
5,015, representing 9.6% of the total international student population.  The next four 
universities, in terms of international students enrolments, were:  Montréal (3,925), 
Toronto (3,675), Québec (3,445) and York (2,625).  Combined these five universities had 
35.7% of the total international student population.   
 
Table 11 - Canadian Post-Secondary Students Abroad by Top Ten Destinations, 
1999-00 to 2001-02 
 
Table 11 outlines three years of data on the number Canadian students studying abroad 
by top ten destinations and indicates the percentage of students studying by destination.  
Preliminary data for 2001-02 is provided in selected countries.   
 
In 2000-01, there were 32,779 students studying abroad, representing 3.7% of the 
domestic university student population.  The United States was the primary study abroad 
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destination with 77.1% of the total number of Canadian students studying abroad.  Other 
destination countries included:  United Kingdom with 3,046 Canadian students (9.3% of 
the total) and Australia with 1,074 (3.3% of the total).  From 1999-00 to 2000-01, the 
number of international students studying abroad has increased by 4.7%. 
 
Table 12 – International Post-Secondary Students by Major Host Country and 
Region of Origin 1999-00 to 2001-02     
 
Table 12 provides information on the number of international students enrolled by major 
host country by region of origin over a three-year period (1999-00 to 2001-02), although 
not all host countries have reported complete data for each recorded year.   
 
In 2001-02, the United States was the major host country with 582,996 international 
students from all regions.  From 2000-01 to 2001-02, the percentage increase in the 
number of international students, where the data was available, was as follows:  United 
States (6.4%), Germany (10%), Australia (14.4%) and Japan (17.7%).  Canada 
experienced an increase of 16.2% during that time period.  However, in terms of absolute 
numbers of international students, Canada remains well behind the top five source 
countries.   
 
Table 13 – Tuition Fees for Full-Time International Students in Canada by 
University and Field of Study, 2003-2004 
 
Table 13 provides information on the university tuition fees charged international 
students by field of study for the academic year 2003-04.   
 
In Canada, tuition fees for international students vary significantly between programs and 
institutions.  For example in 2003-2004 an international student enrolled in an 
undergraduate Arts degree could pay anywhere from $5,004 to $16,204. As tuition fees 
are subject to change, all fees should be verified directly with the individual university.     
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Table 1

   
Elementary/ College/

Year Secondary Trade Undergraduate Graduate Subtotal Total
1999-00 32,394 9,578 26,830 13,275 40,105 82,077
2000-01 35,501 12,119 30,595 14,720 45,315 92,935
2001-02 38,086 14,341 35,840 16,395 52,235 104,662

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 9.6 26.5 14.0 10.9 13.0 13.2
2000-01 to 2001-02 7.3 18.3 17.1 11.4 15.3 12.6

University

International Students in Canada by Type of Study
and University Level, 1999-00 to 2001-02

Figure 1- International Students by Type of Study, 
1999-00 to 2001-02
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Table 2

Elementary / College / University
Province Year Secondary Trade Undergraduate Graduate Subtotal Total

Newfoundland 1999-00 276 8 245 180 425 709
2000-01 271 15 230 165 395 681
2001-02 284 12 195 220 415 711

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 -1.8 87.5 -6.1 -8.3 -7.1 -3.9
2000-01 to 2001-02 4.8 -20.0 -15.2 33.3 5.1 4.4
Prince Edward 1999-00 60 12 85 5 90 162
Island 2000-01 73 12 105 10 115 200

2001-02 92 13 125 10 135 240
Percentage Change  
1999-00 to 2000-01 21.7 0.0 23.5 100.0 27.8 23.5
2000-01 to 2001-02 26.0 8.3 19.0 0.0 17.4 20.0
Nova Scotia 1999-00 915 50 1,655 485 2,140 3,105

2000-01 574 94 1,750 525 2,275 2,943
2001-02 650 106 2,040 545 2,585 3,341

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 -37.3 88.0 5.7 8.2 6.3 -5.2
2000-01 to 2001-02 13.2 12.8 16.6 3.8 13.6 13.5
New Brunswick 1999-00 534 27 1,000 215 1,215 1,776

2000-01 220 30 1,375 215 1,590 1,840
2001-02 211 21 1,655 240 1,895 2,127

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 -58.8 11.1 37.5 0.0 30.9 3.6
2000-01 to 2001-02 -4.1 -30.0 20.4 11.6 19.2 15.6
Quebec 1999-00 3,370 397 9,780 5,080 14,860 18,627

2000-01 3,509 510 10,310 5,195 15,505 19,524
2001-02 3,451 564 11,415 5,930 17,345 21,360

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 4.1 28.5 5.4 2.3 4.3 4.8
2000-01 to 2001-02 -1.7 10.6 10.7 14.1 11.9 9.4

Note:    A small number of students in the Yukon and Northwest Territories are excluded.

1999-00 to 2001-02

International Students in Canada 
by Province and Level of Study



Table 2

Elementary / College / University
Province Year Secondary Trade Undergraduate Graduate Subtotal Total

Ontario 1999-00 15,296 3,330 7,830 3,790 11,620 30,246
2000-01 16,996 4,384 9,600 4,295 13,895 35,275
2001-02 17,825 5,520 12,300 4,915 17,215 40,560

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 11.1 31.7 22.6 13.3 19.6 16.6
2000-01 to 2001-02 4.9 25.9 28.1 14.4 23.9 15.0
Manitoba 1999-00 802 69 815 305 1,120 1,991

2000-01 962 121 890 310 1,200 2,283
2001-02 1,065 173 1,000 325 1,325 2,563

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 20.0 75.4 9.2 1.6 7.1 14.7
2000-01 to 2001-02 10.7 43.0 12.4 4.8 10.4 12.3
Saskatchewan 1999-00 896 30 745 465 1,210 2,136

2000-01 830 38 845 425 1,270 2,138
2001-02 866 35 920 440 1,360 2,261

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 -7.4 26.7 13.4 -8.6 5.0 0.1
2000-01 to 2001-02 4.3 -7.9 8.9 3.5 7.1 5.8
Alberta 1999-00 2,894 973 2,230 1,075 3,305 7,172

2000-01 3,268 1,269 2,715 1,890 4,605 9,142
2001-02 3,606 1,381 2,630 2,045 4,675 9,662

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 12.9 30.4 21.7 75.8 39.3 27.5
2000-01 to 2001-02 10.3 8.8 -3.1 8.2 1.5 5.7
British Columbia 1999-00 7,197 4,677 2,445 1,675 4,120 15,994

2000-01 8,498 5,624 2,775 1,690 4,465 18,587
2001-02 9,976 6,502 3,560 1,725 5,285 21,763

Percentage Change
1999-00 to 2000-01 18.1 20.2 13.5 0.9 8.4 16.2
2000-01 to 2001-02 17.4 15.6 28.3 2.1 18.4 17.1

Note:    A small number of students in the Yukon and Northwest Territories are excluded.

by Province and Level of Study
1999-00 to 2001-02

International Students in Canada 



Figure 2-1 -  International Students in Atlantic Provinces by Level of Study, 
1999-00 to 2001-02
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Figure 2-2 - International Students in Quebec by Level of Study,
 1999-00 to 2001-02
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Figure 2-3 -  International Students in Ontario by Level of Study,
 1999-00 to 2001-02
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Figure 2-4 - International Students in Prairie Provinces by Level of Study, 
1999-00 to 2001-02
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Figure 2-5 -  International Students in British Columbia by Level of Study,
 1999-00 to 2001-02
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