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Canadian Educators Strive to Make Their Campuses More International

BY KAREN BIRCHARD

OTTAWA

AKING the college experi-
ence more international,
forging stronger ties with

India, and selling Canadiun higher
education overseas were among the
hot topics at the annual conference
of the Canadian Bureau for Interna-
tiomal Education, which weapped up
here fast week.

The conference, which attract-
ed 500 acudemics from around the
country, focused on study abroad,
international-student  recruitment,
and partnerships with foreign uni-
versities. One of the most antici-
pated events was the announcement
that the Canadian government is
helping develop a national market-
ing strategy 10 recruil more students
from abroad.

Cuanadian educstors have com-
plained for years that they are at o
marketing and recruiting disadvan-
tage hecause countrics like Australia
and Britain have successTully brand-
ed their higher-education systems
when promoting them abroad. In
recognition of those concerns, gov-

ernment officials have worked with
universities to come up with a cohe-
sive marketing strategy.

Preliminury details presented at
the conference suggest that Canada
will position itself as an alternative
destination to the United States and
Britain. promising that a Canadian
education will help students change
the world, Exactly what Canadian
universities intend to play up about
their system will be hashed out in
the coming months,

In other news, delegates discussed
a new repaort that savs international-
ization is now the norm on Canadian
cumpuses, with the vast majority of
universities and colleges including a
commitment to international educa-
tion in their mission statements and
strategic plunning.

That emphasis has meant in-
creased numbers of foreign students,
faculty members teaching overseus
or visiting from other countries,
study-abroad programs, and intes-
nationa) partnerships over the past
six years, along with curriculum
changes. But there is still room for

improvement, suid the author, Tom
Tunney, a senior analyst with the
Assaciation of Universities and Col-
leges of Canada, which conducied
the survey for the report. The 2006
survey updates data trom an earlier
survey on internationslization, taken
in 2000,

“While we see an increase since
the previous survey in 200Kh in the
number of Canadiun students study-
ing abroad, up from | percent to 2.2
percent,” he said, “we heard Ger-
many say at this conference that it
wants to have 50 percent of its stu-
dents study abroad, So clearly there's
a long way for us 1o go.”

STUDENTS FAR FROM HOME

Anather session focused on the
mental health of international and
study-abroad students. They are at
greater risk for mental-health prob-
lems because they are far from home
and thus vulnerable 1o stress, panel-
ists said. Universities and colleges
shoufd consider setting up “mental-
health fimst-aid programs™ that can
recognize and deal with problems
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betore they become full-blown cri-
ses, speakers said.

“Just as taking a first-aid course
doesn’t muake you i doctor, tuking a
mental-health first-aid course doesa’t
mitke you a counselor but does give
you the ability to deal with an imme-
diate crisis.” said Lynne A, Mitchell,
director of international programs at
the University of Guelph, in Ontar-
io. Ms. Miutchel] recently completed
such a course,

With forecasts of greater num-
hers of international students com-
ing 10 campuses, and more domes-
tic students participating in study-
abrowd programs, universities need
1o muke sure they have resousces
for dealing with those students’
prablems, said the session’s moder-
ator, Wayne Myles, director of in-
ternational stadents at Queen’s Uni-
versity, in Kingston, Ontario, “Hav-
ing high-quality support services in
place is one of the ways (0o manage
the risk,” he said.

Canada’s growing ties o India
were highlighted at g special lo-
rum. Educators talked about ex-

panding partnerships between the
twao countries, including student
exchanges,

The countries have much in com-
mon, said J. Colin Dodds, president
of Saint Mary’s University, in Nova
Scotia, and owgoing chair of the
governing board of the Cunadian
Bureau for International Education.
But until now, he said, many Cana-
dian universities and colleges have
focused their international efforts on
China, which sends more students to
Canada than any other country ex-
cept for South Korea. India is sev-
enth on the list of sending nations,

Indian officials seemed cager to
steike deals.

“We have an acute faculty short-
age in the technical disciplines like
engineering,” said Damadar Achu-
rya, director of the Indian Institute
of Technology at Kharagpur and the
past chair of the All Indin Council
for Technical Education. He sup-
gested joint programs to train facul-
ty members and increase the number
of Indian students carning masiec’s
degrees and PhuD's,







